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the Chairman

For the last 40 years, the Asian Pacific Branch (APB)

has tried to stand as a beacon of light to the housing

_»

management practitioners of this vibrant city. Through

all the historical changes in our society, through economic
ups-and downs, through a change of sovereignty, the Branch

has always kept its light focused on its mission: to preach the
art and science of best housing management practices near and
afar. We have always understood that each generation of housing
managers will advance the standards of our profession to a higher
level. And it is towards this end that we do our best in serving,
guiding and training our young practitioners in order fo ensure a

better and progressive tomorrow.

40 years is a long period of development and a landmark occasion
for the APB. It is a time to celebrate. It is also a time to recapitulate
how over the years we have fulfilled some very admirable ideas
of housing management that have become the mission of the Branch
since 1966, when the Hong Kong Branch, the predecessor of APB,
was first established. Our Institute has evolved in tandem with the

housing needs of a fast developing society.

Innovative architectural designs and planning have created a sky
high city in Hong Kong. To meet the demands by an ever increasing
and prosperous population, yet bound by the constraints in resources
and lack of supportive legislations, housing management has to be
down to earth. It has taken years for the society to recognize the
intrinsic value and contributions of housing management to the well
being and qudlity of life of our people. | am glad that through the
hard work and dedication of our members, the identity of our

profession has gradually emerged from obscurity to prominence.

With a redefined business focus, the Branch was renamed Asian
Pacific Branch in 2001. Riding on the accession of China to WTO,
it was decided that the time was ripe for the Institute to pursue more

vigorous expansion into China. With the approval of the Headquarters

to our proposal on membership drive, a full time Professional
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Development Manager was recruited to execute our
plan for developing training and membership potential
in the Asian Pacific Region. We have been quick to
sow our seeds in Macau and Taiwan where the Branch
has successfully assisted our counterparts to organize

their housing management training programmes.

As we look back to the origin of the Branch, | believe that our 40th
Anniversary must also be a time fo express our gratitude. We are
truly grateful to our predecessors for their noble thoughts, for their
wisdom, for their vision, and for their dedication to build a pathway
out of nothing, to lead us through to success and laid a solid
foundation for the growth of the Institute across boundaries. | am
proud to remark that the Chartered Institute of Housing is now being
looked up to by our counterparts in China as the pioneer and world

leader in modern housing management.

| am grateful to be so fortunate as to have inherited from my
predecessors such a meaningful cause as well as a successful
professional body. It is therefore my honour as well as the duty for
me and my colleagues, with your support and guidance to continue
to do well in this tradition of good work, and to make further
contributions fo our profession. | hope that those who follow in my
footsteps would be equally proud of what we have done today, just
as | am so proud of the achievements made in the Branch by those

who came before me.

In concluding my message, | wish to thank all the staff of the Branch
and members of the Executive Committee who have contributed
selflessly to the cause of promoting professional housing management.
| cannot fully express my pride in their professionalism. Without
this Pillar of strength, it is doubtful whether we might have been

able to continue our work in such an efficient way.
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Ricky Yuen
Chairman
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